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In 1811 ten years before dying Napoleon Bonaparte, who had crowned 
himself emperor, who was feared in every corner of Europe, spoke 
positively about Den Helder. He commissioned the hydraulic engineer Jan 
Blanken Jansz to build the most extensive naval base and shipyard in our 
country. At the same time, a belt of fortifications is to be constructed: the 
Defence Line Den Helder or Stelling Den Helder in Dutch. 

Touriboost project brings into light an exciting and new concept, what if 
Napoleon gets back to life 200 hundred years after and want to see the 
Defense Line he commissioned to build. Is it still in place? Still, serves the 
purpose of defending? How has it evolved through history? 

Known as the Gibraltar of the North the Defense Line played a strategic 
role in the next wars to come in Europe. 

Touriboost project takes the Defense Line 
originally designed to protect the Den Helder 
from invasions through the northern sea and 
analyses how the concept of "defending" is still 
in place. 

The project has chosen a series of assets 
initially designed for military purposes 
defending the town, therefore, the citizens. The 
concept of Defending is still in place, but the 
military use has evolved into social inclusion, 
entrepreneurship supporting the citizen's way 
of life through tourism and cultural heritage. 

Napoleon, as a great man of state, could not 
imagine how important his idea was for the 
time to come in Den Helder giving birth to the 
Navy and essential tourism assets.

The Napoleon 
Defense Line 

has five 
fortresses, 

connected by a 
line dike. 
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Defence Line

Stelling Den Helder is one of the oldest remaining military 
defensive lines in the Netherlands. The Defence Line was 
commissioned by Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte to protect the 
naval shipyard Willemsoord. The city of Den Helder owes its 
current form to this Defence Line, which is still largely 
present in the landscape. 

The Defence Line Den Helder Foundation was founded in 
1989 with the aim of restoration, development and 
management of the Defence Line Den Helder. Since then, the 
enthusiasm for the nautical and military historical defence 
works of the Defence Line Den Helder has increased, of which 
shipyard Willemsoord is a part. Defence Line Den Helder is 
essential for the authenticity and identity of Den Helder.  

A complete restoration of the Defence Line also contributes to 
strengthening the recreational, touristic, scenic and ecological 
face of Den Helder and the region. 

Stelling Den Helder is an essential pillar of the city of Den 
Helder. Stelling Den Helder exists of five fortresses, connected 
by a line dike. The Defence Line has been largely preserved, 
but in the decades militarily disused and overgrown with 
bushes. The goal in the stelling development is to make the 
fortresses and line dike visible again in the landscape. And 
thus a part of the cultural to revive the city's heritage.  

For the Fortress and various buildings of the Defence Line, a 
suitable destination is found to keep them for the future. 

The importance of the Foundation relies on the involvement of 
the civil society in cooperation with tourism and cultural 
heritage policymakers to cooperate. They are in itself the first 
Tourist asset of the city.



Stelling Den Helder 
Den Helder Defence Line Foundation

https://stellingdenhelder.nl
https://stellingdenhelder.nl
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At the beginning of the eighty year war (1568 - 1648) the village of 
Huisduinen and the then even smaller Den Helder on the Wadden 
island of Huisduinen were situated. 

The Marsdiep and the Vliet, shipping channels between Texel and 
Huisduinen, are the connections from the North Sea to Amsterdam, the 
economic and power centre of the Netherlands. 

The Reede van Texel is regularly used by many merchant ships and 
warships and is the normal gathering place of 's Lands Vloot when 
sailing out. 

In 1574, the Spanish fleet threatened to attack our country and there 
was a desire to make defences on Huisduinen and one on Wieringen. In 
that period, a ramp was built on Wieringen and the now still present 
Fort de Schans on Texel. 

In 1610, the beach embankment between the Wadden Island 
Huisduinen and Callantsoog was transformed into a sand dike and a 
permanent link to Den Helder was created. 

Because the Reason of Texel is no longer sufficient and cannot be 
adequately secured from the shore with artillery, a start was made in 
1781 with the construction of the channel "Het Nieuwe Diep" on the 
east side of Den Helder as a war harbour. In that year, three coastal 
batteries were constructed near Barends Kribbing, Kaaphoofd and 
Kleine Keet and Fort de Schans was rearmed.
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Where nowadays Fort Oostoever is located, in 1791 at the end of the 
Nieuwe Diep the Nieuwe Werk was constructed as a keel place and 
workshop. It has a 4-sided embankment with a lock where harbour works 
are carried out. It can be reached by boat, or at low tide over the Koegras. 

After the Batavian Revolution of 1795 the coastal batteries Broederschap 
en Vrijheid near Kijkduin and Gelijkeelijke near Kleine Keet were 
constructed. 

In 1796 on the site of the former battery at Barends Kribbing the battery 
the Indivisibility was built and near the Oude Helder (the old village den 
Helder) the battery the Constitutie. 

Years later the battery Indivisibility was converted into Oostbatterij, 
headquarters of the Defence Line Den Helder in the May days of the 2nd 
World War. In 1977 the complex was demolished because of the dyke 
reinforcement. 

The combination of coastal batteries at Den Helder as a whole has no 
landfront. It is practically open to an enemy on the south side when these 
troops come ashore south of Kleine Keet. 

A land front requires more troops to defend itself than will be available in 
the event of war, and experts believe that disembarkation of troops on the 
open coast is unlikely. That is why little attention is paid to land defense. 

At the beginning of 1799, the coastal batteries Brotherhood and Freedom 
and Equality were disbanded. 

When in that year an English fleet crossed our shores it was decided to 
add a mortar battery to the battery of the Union and to build some 
earthworks for the benefit of a land front, including the Vijfsprong at the 
current water tower, which could not be completed in time. 

On 27 August 1799 the first English troops on the open coast south of 
Kleine 

Keet landed. In view of the indefensibility of Den Helder on the landside, 
they decided to evacuate and flee to the south through the swamp area. 
Our fleet retreats to the Zuiderzee and capitulates. 
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After 1799, the lack of a landfront still attracts attention. In 1803, a 
rampart was erected around the Oude Helder, and several other smaller 
works were constructed on the embankment of the Nieuwe Werk. 

After the annexation to France in 1810, Den Helder and Texel received a 
lot of attention from Napoleon. The Emperor wanted to make Den Helder 
a war harbour of the 1st rank. Extensive plans were drawn up. Also J. 
Blanken Jzn., Inspector General of Waterways, is involved in the 
construction of a naval establishment and a canal in southern direction. 

In 1811/13 mainly, wholly, or partly, they are being constructed: 

• Fort Erfprins 

• Fort Kijkduin  

• Fort Dufalga (now demolished)  

• Fort Dirksz Admiral, the southernmost sector of a rampart of the 
Naval establishment, and a connecting moat between the forts 
Erfprin, Dirksz Admiral and East Bank 

On Texel, the Oude Schans is being improved and a redoubt and a 
lunette are being constructed. 

In 1817, the Koegras polder, to the south of Den Helder, was diked, at 
the same time as the shipping canal to Amsterdam, which had already 
been considered under Napoleon, was constructed. 

In 1819, the project was expanded and the Great North Holland Canal 
was constructed. 

In 1824, the Nieuwe Werk was converted into the Oostoever fort, the 
Westoever fort was constructed after the opening of the Noord-Hollands 
Kanaal and a quay was built along the connecting canal. 

The improvements that were subsequently made to the fortifications of 
Den Helder until 1914 concern, for example, facilities for the 
commissioning of new coastal artillery. 

This was particularly necessary when, in 1870, towed rear loaders of 24 
cm were erected to replace the old 36-pound front loaders. 
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After the adoption of the New Fortification Act in 1875, the coastal 
armoured fort on the Harssens was built in 1880. The works on Texel then 
lost their military significance. 

During the Interbellum, the period between the two World Wars, various 
anti-aircraft and coastal batteries were built in Den Helder and on Texel as 
part of the Defence Line Den Helder. 

This has to do with a new way of defense thanks to the phenomenon of 
"indirect fire" and that leads to the spread of defensive positions with 
central control. 

Among other things, the batteries Cemetery and Helsdiep are being used 
as anti-aircraft batteries and the batteries Zandijk, Duinrand-Noord and 
Den Hoorn on Texel are being constructed as coastal batteries. 

Just before the outbreak of the Second World War, the Defence Line Den 
Helder covered the entire Wadden area, including the islands and the 
Afsluitdijk and thus the Kornwerderzand defensive structure. 

During the Second World War, Den Helder was declared a 
Verteidigungsbereich by the occupying forces and in 1942 anti-aircraft 
batteries were built at Fort Dirksz Admiraal and Fort Erfrpins and the Mok 
on Texel. Several coastal batteries were built along the coast, almost all of 
which disappeared because of the dyke reinforcement. Only at beach 
battle the Hourglass still stands a double gun emplacement type M219, 
suitable for placing the secondary artillery of the battleship the Gneisenau. 

Across Julianadorp a southern defence line was constructed complete with 
tank traps. 

In the Grafelijkheidsduinen there is still a so-called FLAKGRUKO, the 
central air defence complex of the Verteidigungsbereich Den Helder in the 
war years. 

In 1958 the Defence Line Den Helder was disbanded as a military 
fortification. 

Only during the Cold War period another bombproof object was built: the 
Navigation Station North in the Koegraspolder in 1950. Part of a central air 
defence system in the Netherlands. After it was handed over to the Royal 
Netherlands Navy, the object was used for many years as naval 
headquarters.
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Willemsoord, which used to be the shipbuilding and 
maintenance yard for the Royal Netherlands Navy, is now a 
beautiful monumental part of Den Helder that is gradually 
developing into an open city district. The restoration of 
Willemsoord took many years, resulting in a magnificent 
cultural heritage. Willemsoord is home to a diversity of 
entrepreneurs and nautical and cultural institutions. Various 
events take place at Willemsoord throughout the year. On 
Willemsoord you will find museums, visitor centre, art 
lending, children's play paradise, cinema, casino, food & 
drink, nautical shops and events. 

The municipality of Den Helder has been managing the 
Willemsoord complex since 1995 and became the legal owner 
in 2000. In the intervening years, the restoration of the 
monumental buildings and hydraulic engineering works 
began, and plans were made for a new cultural and 
recreational interpretation. To this end, the government, the 
European Commission, the national government, the 
province and the municipality of Den Helder together 
provided a subsidy of 80 million euros. 

In 1811 Napoléon Bonaparte visited Den Helder. The 
contempt and condescension with which, unfortunately, 
people still talk about Den Helder today, apparently did not 
occur in Napoléon's contemplations when he, putting his 
hand in his lapels, overlooked land and sea. He was 
impressed by the quality of the port and reason. The king 
who had crowned himself emperor, who was feared in every 
corner of Europe, spoke positively about Den Helder. But 
Napoleon was especially impressed by that strategic 
headland. On the northernmost tip, as if on a cape, lies 
Helder. He commissioned the hydraulic engineer Jan 



Blanken Jansz to build the most extensive naval base and 
shipyard in our country here. At the same time, a belt of 
fortifications is to be constructed: the Defence Line Den Helder. 
The shipyard is part of this. Helder would then no longer have to 
fear being trampled underfoot by an enemy coming over land, as 
the English and the Russians did when they landed at Callantsoog 
and plundered Helder on a large scale. It must become an 
impregnable fortress here: the Gibraltar of the North. 

In 1812, the French emperor in Paris approved the design for the 
Defence Line Den Helder. Politics is a turbulent time. Napoléon's reign 
fell, and in 1813 we were liberated from the French occupation. King 
William I, the first Prince of Orange after the French era, orders 
Napoleon's plan to be carried out, hence the name Willemsoord. Also, 
the defence line with the forts is built. The land for the future 
shipyard consists of creeks, sandbanks and weeds. On the 
harbourside, there is a row of heads and a private slipway. Part of the 
site has already been raised with clay. The Sluisdijk runs in a 
southwestern/northeastern direction across the future shipyard. The 
dike body provides a solid base for the heavy steam engine building 
with nine pumps, the first and most significant building on the site to 
be completed. Furthermore, a wet dock with dock channel and sea 
lock, a dry dock, a drainage channel to which the pumps can 
discharge and a large warehouse will then be ready for use.   

The architecture and the spatial layout are extraordinary, especially 
the structure around a central dock and the radial structure with 
warehouses, workshops and houses for management and workmen. 
They are an excellent example of the monumental and rational 
architecture of fortifications from the time of the French 
enlightenment. It is also unique because it is nowhere else. In 1822, 
the dry dock was completed, and Jan Blanken handed the 
establishment over to the Inspector of Maritime Buildings L. Valk, 
who was responsible for the further layout of the complex. He opted 
for a symmetrical structure, with the most important axis facing the 
sea. 

Although Napoléon himself was never allowed to see the result, his 
name will forever be linked to the Oude Rijkswerf Willemsoord and 
the history of Den Helder.



Watch in full screen

https://vimeo.com/448321367
https://vimeo.com/448321367
https://vimeo.com/448321367
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From a youth perspective social inclusion is the process of individual's self-
realisation within a society, acceptance and recognition of one's potential by social 
institutions, integration (through study, employment, volunteer work or other forms 
of participation) in the web of social relations in a community. In present-day 
European societies the concept is relevant to all young people as youth is the life 
stage when young people make the transition from family dependence to autonomy 
within the larger society under rapidly evolving circumstances. It has a particular 
meaning to those young people who come from disadvantaged backgrounds and live 
in precarious conditions. For them social inclusion involves breaking various 
barriers before acquiring their social rights as full members of society. 

Understanding and promoting social inclusion faces various challenges: 

• The process has many stages forming a continuum from total isolation to active 
inclusion. Social exclusion is a state of isolation, rapture in the social bonds 
between the individual and society. The other pole is the empowerment of the 
individual by society for active participation in social life. Young people may enter 
the process at different points and move toward both poles – either 
marginalisation or achievement of autonomy and well-being. 

• Social inclusion is multi-dimensional and affects various life domains: economic, 
political, cultural, social. The integrating processes do not act independently of 
one another. The successful passage of young people through the educational 
system provides them with crucial resources such as knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes for their social inclusion in other life domains. Poverty allows social 
disadvantages to concentrate in the affected group who might slip towards social 
exclusion. 

• A complex array of factors such as gender, health, ethnicity, religious affiliation, 
and sexual orientation acts to enable or constrain social integration. Similarly 
youth social exclusion has both current and long-term consequences which make 
it a priority topic for youth policy in Europe. The socio-economic crisis from 2008 
threatens to turn present day youth in some European societies into a lost 
generation if adequate actions are not taken to address the causes of social 
exclusion and empower youth agency for full citizenship.

Working on 
social inclusion



Metal and powder coating, a gym, a restaurant, a leatherwork 
company: Zeestad Staal in Den Helder combines it all in one 
building. Raymond Groen, the owner of ZeestadStaal says: "We 
work here without barriers and with confidence. 

# A Learning and Teching Company 

Groen is a partner of the municipality of Den Helder. ZeestadStaal 
is an apprenticeship company for people with a distance to the 
labour market. "I am the owner, but also the job coach", says 
Groen. "I also employ three job coaches. I also work with twelve 
professionals. They transfer knowledge to the people in the 
learning-working paths and teach them the trade. 

# Experience 

What is striking about the company is that the permanent 
employees themselves are almost all experience experts. "They 
know how important it is that people get a chance," explains 
Groen. He can also imagine this for himself: "I wasn't the easiest 
person in the past either. Fortunately, I never had to deal with 
addiction, but I didn't shy away from a fight. That helps me to 
empathize." 

# Complex 

When the Social Domain of the Municipality of Den Helder asked to 
organize a project for people with an addiction, this fitted in with 
Groen's vision: "But I know up close that addiction is very complex. 
That's why I immediately said: I like to do this, but with the help of 
professionals". 

# Different disciplines 

The building houses a metal and powder coating company, a gym 
and a restaurant. Groen is working on adding extra disciplines, 
such as furniture making, catering and a bed & breakfast. He 
explains: "In this way we can continue to train people and there is 
room for various developments".

Working with 
people with an 
addiction



Watch in full screen

https://vimeo.com/448475093
https://vimeo.com/448475093
https://vimeo.com/448475093






Lightvessel 
Texel4



Sailing route marking 

In the North Sea there are many sandbanks and shallows. These pose a 
great danger to shipping. Because the North Sea is one of the busiest seas 
in the world, shipping lanes and shallows must be adequately marked in 
accordance with international agreements. At present, Rijkswaterstaat is 
responsible for waterway marking in the Dutch sector of the North Sea. 
Until late in the last century, however, this marking was done by light 
ships, among others, which can best be defined as floating lighthouses in 
positions far ahead in the sea. Due to the ever advancing technical 
developments in the nautical field, the expensive lighthouses in operation 
were at a certain point superfluous as a means of navigation and were 
replaced by other, contemporary means. This also happened to the 
lightvessel Texel. After having spent the last fifteen years of its active life 
as an automated lightvessel unmanned, the ship was brought in in 1992 
and replaced by a large light buoy. 

Since 1996, the museum lightship Texel no. 10 has been an absolute eye-
catcher in Museumhaven Willemsoord on the Oude Rijkswerf Willemsoord 
in Den Helder. What is special is that the beautifully restored ship is 
moored a stone's throw away from the slipway where it was moored in 
1951. After this, the lightship would be a reliable beacon in the sea off the 
Dutch coast for forty years. It now forms the centrepiece of an exceptional 
collection of museum ships.  A vessel with an interesting lifespan that has 
been restored with great care and love by volunteers of the Stichting 
Historie der Kustverlichting (Foundation for the History of Coastal 
Lighting) and is therefore preserved as a unique maritime heritage for the 
future.

History of  
the Texel Lightvessel 



If Napoleon visit the Willemsoort Port will be attracted 
immediately by the Light Vessel ship. 

There is no doubt he will be glad to meet the crew and listen 
their stories experienced during the many years the vessel 
operates. For sure Napoleon with a wider concept of history 
will be interested in WW1 and WW2 and the different 
strategies. He will be delighted to “Become the Master and 
Commander of the Lichtship Texel and Build his story in the 
story. 

“What as tourists we are looking for every time we visit a 
city, a museum or any heritage object? The answer is 
clear, authenticity and local stories.The Lichtship Texel 
has this and more. Four of the original crew still work and 
welcome you at any time. Do you want to have a coffee 
with the crew and listen to the stories they have to share? 
Do you want to make a private tour to learn the hidden 
secrets of the boat?It is both a family and an individual 
experience.” 

“They have stories to share. The stories are memories we 
need preserve. They are the CREW of the ship. 

The lightvessel Texel is the oldest lightvessel still in the 
Netherlands. She was built at the former Rijkswerf 
Willemsoord shipyard and came into service on 29 
September 1952 at the position Texel, about 18 nautical 
miles off the coast near Den Helder. In 1992 the ship was 
brought in for good. Since 1995, the lightship Texel has had 
her final berth in Den Helder, where she adds a new 
dimension to her existence, namely as a museum lightship.  

The lightship Texel is moored at the jetty opposite building 
66.Allow yourself to be taken on a guided tour and discover 
the secrets of a lightship. Taste the atmosphere of days gone 
by when 11 men stayed aboard the lightship for four weeks 
and imagine what it was like when the storm was blowing, 
the waves were pounding and the ship was pulling and 
swinging the anchor and was used by the sea as a plaything”

Become the 
Master and 
Commander of 
the Lichtship 
Texel. Build your 
story in the story Watch in full screen

https://vimeo.com/388855354
https://vimeo.com/388855354
https://vimeo.com/388855354


Watch in full screen

Watch in full screen

https://vimeo.com/388505181
https://vimeo.com/388505181
https://vimeo.com/388505019
https://vimeo.com/388505019
https://vimeo.com/388505019
https://vimeo.com/388505181
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The Kijkduin Fortress is the most famous fort from the Stelling Den Helder. The 
fort is originally a landfort. It had to defend Den Helder against enemies who 
wanted to invade Den Helder over the sand dike. The fort is located on the 
Kijkduin, at the time one of the highest dunes and a beacon for shipping. In 
order to build the fort, a hole was dug in the dune by 3600 Spanish prisoners of 
war, who Napoleon had taken with him when he visited Den Helder and Texel in 
1811. North Holland craftsmen were also obliged to help build the fort. 

The fort is sixty by forty metres and the bombproof barracks consist of eight 
imposing casemates. The design is French. Until 1875, the fort had a 
"defensible" lighthouse. Over the years, the fort was considerably expanded and 
adapted, including coastal batteries and a fire dome. In 1996, the fort was 
thoroughly restored. Since then, the fort can be visited and you will find a North 
Sea aquarium, a museum about the Defence Line of Den Helder with unique 
pieces of artillery and a zoological exhibition with the skeleton of Chris the 
Sperm Whale. In addition, you can get married, have a meeting or organize an 
event. You can spend the night in the fort watchman's house. 

The Kijkduin Fortress: Holland's most exciting fortress! 

The French emperor Napoleon ordered the Kijkduin Fortress to be built when 
he was visiting Huisduinen. On your visit to the Kijkduin Fortress you can find 
out why it was built and what happened on this historical site before and after 
Napoleon! 
There are guided tours but you can also visit the permanent exhibition on the 
history of the Fortress. 

 Misterious underground passegeways   

A visit to Fortress Kijkduin gives you information about the fortress in which 
over 700 soldiers were lodged. During the guided tour experienced guides will 
answer all your questions. You can even walk through the underground 
passageways if you wish to. 

Following in Napoleon,s footsteps   

The Kijkduin Fortress gives you the oppertunity follow in Napoleon's footsteps. 
On a personal visit to Huisduinen in 1811, the famous French emperor and 'super 
strategist' acknowledged the great  strategic value of Kijkduin. He called Den Helder " 
the Gibraltar of the North" and ordered the Kijkduin Fortress to be built.!   



The fortress is in its original form built between 1811-1813 in command 
of Napoleon.   Artisans from all over the province of North Holland and 
hundreds of Spanish prisoners of war worked on the fortress.    

# Fortification  

When you enter Fortress Kijkduin, you will first pass a large fortification 
with the aim  to defend the fortress, the guard house and the fortress 
guards house. Behind this defensive wall is the main courtyard with the 
house and guard house.   

After passing the two houses, you walk via the bridge to the roof with the 
65 meters lon greduit. The  reduit was  the place where all the soldiers 
resided. Via the hall you can go down with the stairs or the elevator to 
the vaults of the fortress where the museum and North Sea aquarium 
are located.   

# Reduit  

The reduit consists of   eight vaults; the first two are being used by the 
aquarium and the other six by the museum. In the museum of the 
fortress you can learn all about the history of this fortress and the other 
fortresses of Den Helder. In the first vault you will be informed about the 
early days of Fortress  Kijkduin;  the landing of the English and the 
Russian soldiers in North Holland in 1799, the visit of Napoleon 
Bonaparte to Den  Helderand the coastal  lighting on the dune 
of Kijkduin  (not to be confused with   Kijkduin at Scheveningen). These 
are just a few examples of what you can expect at FortressKijkduin. The 
criminal division is in one of the vaults. You can also visit the gunpowder 
room, where more than 6000 kilograms of gunpowder was stored.   

T h e N o r t h S e a a q u a r i u m i s  n e x t  t o t h e ‘ ’ N a p o l e o n 
Bonaparte’’ beech,  where exhibitions, symposia and other events can be 
held. There is also the possibility to use the catering facilities for 
visitors of  the aquarium and the museum.  If there is a new temporary 
exhibition, of other current issues, it will be listed on the website under 
the heading ‘’Events’’.   



# Distance measurement 

In this vault, you come via a long flight of stairs to the 
telegraph cabins. These show  wellhow    the 
soldiers  sent  messages to the gun emplacement of 
Fortress Kijkduin. Eventually you visit the the large cast 
iron dome, built in 1897, which forms the centre of the 
fortress.You have a beautiful view across the dunes, the 
North Sea, the Island Texel and the largest sandbank of 
Europe ‘’de Razende Bol’’ from here.  

# Contre escarpment 

Via the last vault of the fort you end up in the 60-metre-
long shooting gallery. The soldierswere   in a position to 
shoot the enemy, who ended up in  the dry moat, from 
this shooting gallery.  The entire  reduit  is enclosed by 
this dry moat.  The soldiers' prison was also in the 
shooting gallery.  

# Gunpowder magazine  

You can see the second gunpowder room of the fortress 
and the canon square with dif ferent kinds of 
canons dated 1850, from the dry moat. Nearly all of the 
canons still work, and one of these canons is often used 
in weddings that take place in the fortress.   

# Caponniere  

After you have passed the canons square, you end up at 
the south side of the  reduit,where the entrance is of a 
70-metre-long underground corridor. If  you walk 
through the corridor (you  can also remain above the 
ground) you end up in the defensive system of the 
second dry moat, the  caponniere. You can see  the 
remainder of the second dry moat and a number of 
secretions (toilets)here.  







Watch in full screen

Watch in full screen

https://vimeo.com/448321803
https://vimeo.com/448475047
https://vimeo.com/448321803
https://vimeo.com/448475047
https://vimeo.com/448475047
https://vimeo.com/448321803
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Fort Westoever (Westoever Fortress) was built around 1825 to defend the newly 
constructed North Holland Canal against attacks on the port of Den Helder. In 
1954, the fort was taken over by the Royal Netherlands Navy. They built an 
emergency diesel power station in the fort. In 1992, fort Westoever was transferred 
to the municipality of Den Helder and managed by the Defence Line Foundation of 
Den Helder. The bombproof barracks now houses a brewery with a beer bar and 
multifunctional space. The remaining diesel generator room and the accompanying 
control room house an escape room. 
On the fortress, care company de Groen Stek manages a city garden, which 
supplies its products to, among others, the beer cafe. 
In the bombproof barracks are located: 
• The beer café Fort Westoever   
• The city brewery Bright Boys  
• The escape-experience Danger No Voltage  

The Helderse Vletten are moored along the quay at Fort Westoever, which is used 
for round trips. 
The development of the city garden, the experience in the former emergency diesel 
power plant and other tourist arrangements are made possible by funding from 
the Wadden Fund, Province of North Holland, Municipality of Den Helder and an 
EU contribution from LEADER prigram. 
Westoever Fortress and the company De Helderse Jongens (The Boys from Den 
Helder) 
Today, the location is suitable for beer tastings or a delicious meal. This location is 
also perfect for various types of events, for example: a wedding (think of a festival 
wedding on the fortress wall), business meetings, team building, etc. A 
combination can be made with different styles of catering in a unique ambiance, 
under the vaults of the Fort or, weather permitting, on the terrace at the 
Spoorweghaven. The Fort is also home to beer brewer De Helderse Jongens. The 
first beer brewery in Den Helder. From the beer café you have a wonderful view of 
the enormous brew kettles. 
When you walk from the parking place to the restaurant along a canal, you get a 
nice impression how it helped to defense the navy harbor. Inside, try one of the 
local brewed beers (e.g. triple), look around and you will be amazed what a 
pleasant place this is. The food is good and the service splendid. The dinner menu 
list is not so big but anyone can find some food that attracts. Dinning in a fortress, 
a not so common experience but here, in Den Helder, a great one. 







Watch in full screen

https://vimeo.com/448474995
https://vimeo.com/448474995
https://vimeo.com/448474995


references

• Regio VVV Kop van Noord-Holland 

• Wies van Eyk 

• Rob van Beckhoven Ronald den Boer Zeestad cv/bv 

• Stichting Stellen Den Helder 

• Fort Kijkduinen, drone flight:  Nils Pronk 

• Willemsoord drone flight: Stelling Den Helder 

• Promo movie filmed by  https://fotografieaanzee.nl 

• Music by Mister And Mississippi - Nothern Sky

https://fotografieaanzee.nl
https://fotografieaanzee.nl
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